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What are Dead Sea products? 

Dead Sea products are cosmetics made using resources 
extracted from the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea is a salt lake 
which borders Jordan to the east, and Israel and the West 
Bank to the west. Products from the Dead Sea come in 
the form of mud, salts and lotions and are renowned for 
their relaxing and beautifying effects. Israeli companies 
based in the Dead Sea region of the Jordan Rift Valley 
extract and manufacture the products, which are then 
sold in spas and stores throughout the world.  

The main Israeli companies1 which manufacture and 
distribute these products in Canada are AHAVA, Dead Sea 
Premier Cosmetics Laboratories, Mersea Dead Sea 
Cosmetics, Psoeasy Dead Sea Cosmetics, Intensive Spa, 
AVANI, and Swisa Beauty Canada Inc. Their products are 
available in stores in Canada such as Sephora, 
Pharmaplus, Pharmasave, Sears, Shoppers Drug Mart, 
Sabon, Edva Spa Products, Seacret and others. Most of 
these products are also sold in booths in Canadian 
shopping centres. 

How do the production and sale of Dead 

Sea products further Israel’s occupation of 

Palestinian territory? 

Some of the Dead Sea companies are the financial 
mainstays of Jewish-only colonies illegally built by Israel in 
the occupied Palestinian territories. The companies 
extract Palestinians’ resources without obtaining the 
permission of the Palestinian authorities, and without 
paying any royalties or taxes to the Palestinian 
government. Instead of contributing to the Palestinian 
economy, Dead Sea companies are integrated into Israel’s 
economy.  

By bolstering the Israeli colonies and the Israeli economy 
in general, the manufacturing of Dead Sea products 
provides a significant incentive to the Israeli State to 
continue its occupation of Palestinian territories and its 
“settlement enterprise” — the illegal establishment of 
Jewish-only colonies on Palestinian land.  As of November 
2009, about 500,000 Israelis live in more than 100 illegal 
colonies built on Palestinian territory in the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem.2 The expansion of colonies is the 
result of a concerted Israeli government effort to settle its 
own civilian population on Palestinian land, in order to 

consolidate its control of the Occupied Territories. 
International law — specifically the Fourth Geneva 
Convention (art. 49, p. 6) — prohibits the transfer by 
occupying powers of their own civilians to the territory 
occupied. 3  Thus Israel’s establishment of the Jewish-only 
colonies in the oPt is a clear-cut violation of international 
law. Furthermore, the continuing establishment of 
Jewish-only colonies on Palestinian land significantly 
hinders the possibility of achieving a “comprehensive just 
and lasting peace deal in the Middle East,” as asserted in 
UN Security Council Resolution 446.4 

The number of Israeli colonies along the Dead Sea is 
rapidly increasing. As of November 2010, Israel had 35 
illegal colonies in the Jordan Rift valley, and claims 
jurisdiction over 90 percent of it.5  

Why boycott Dead Sea products? 

1. Dead Sea product manufacturing promotes the 
occupation and illegal colonization of Palestinian territory 

By bolstering Israel’s illegal colonies and the Israeli 
economy in general (see section above), the 
manufacturing of Dead Sea products provides an 
incentive for Israel to continue occupying and illegally 
colonising Palestinian territory. 

2. The extraction of resources from an occupied territory 
by the occupying power violates other provisions of 
international law 

By enabling Israel’s illegal colonization of Palestinian 
territory, and by benefiting from it, companies involved in 
Dead Sea extraction are violating Article 3(Section C) of 
the UN Norms on the Responsibilities of Transnational 
Corporations and Other Business Enterprises (2003). The 
norms state that “business enterprises shall not engage in 
nor benefit from war crimes, crimes against humanity … 
other violations of humanitarian law and other 
international crimes against the human person as defined 
by international law, in particular human rights and 
humanitarian law.”6 Furthermore, the extraction of 
resources from occupied territory is a violation of United 
Nations General Assembly Resolutions 3005 and 3336 and 
the Fourth Geneva Convention (Art. 33, p.2), all of which 
forbid an occupying power from exploiting the natural 
resources of an occupied nation or territory.7  
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3. Israeli authorities are denying Palestinians access to the 
Dead Sea, although it is located in Palestinian territory 

Although the majority of the Dead Sea’s western 
shoreline is located in the West Bank—Occupied 
Palestinian Territory—Palestinians are denied access to 
the beaches of the Dead Sea. The Almog Checkpoint is 
located at the Beit Ha'arava intersection and controls 
movement to and from the northern Dead Sea.  Since 
May 2007, not even Palestinians with permits to enter 
Israel have been allowed to cross the checkpoint and 
enjoy the beaches on the shores of the Dead Sea.8 9 As 
noted by Israeli human rights organization B’Tselem, such 
restrictions violate international humanitarian law.10 It 
thus adds insult to injury that Israeli companies are 
appropriating the resources of the Dead Sea to which 
Palestinians are illegally denied access. 

4. Israeli authorities are denying Palestinians living in the 
vicinity of the Dead Sea access to fresh water 

Israel controls and exploits the water in the Jordan Rift 
Valley. Already, Israeli settlers in the Jordan Valley 
consume far more water per capita than the Palestinians 
living in the West Bank, and their daily household 
consumption is three times that of families living inside 
Israel itself. Some Palestinian communities in the Jordan 
Valley consume less than 40 per cent of the minimum 
level recommended by the World Health Organization.11 
Refusing to buy Dead Sea products is an appropriate way 
to signal one’s disagreement with Israel’s water policies. 

5. Israeli authorities and companies are misrepresenting 
the origins of Dead Sea products 

Although all Dead Sea products made by the companies 
being boycotted are labelled “made in Israel,” most are 
likely sourced directly or indirectly through illegal Israeli 
colonies on Palestinian land. That most Israeli companies 
refuse to release the exact location of their factories 
makes this evident. As well, Israeli chemical plants extract 
minerals like potassium chloride and bromine from the 
water taken from the northern part of the Dead Sea 
through a canal. So, even if the products are sometimes 
processed and packaged in Israel, they are fundamentally 
resources illegally extracted from the part of the Dead Sea 
in occupied Palestinian territory.12 The conduct of these 
companies is not transparent, posing problems for 
Canadian citizens and taxpayers. Labelling products made 
on occupied land or from the resources of that occupied 
land as “Israeli products” allows these companies to avoid 
Canadian import taxes and duty fees through the Canada-
Israel Free Trade Agreement (CIFTA). (The Canadian 
government does not consider the West Bank to be part 

of Israel, but rather, occupied Palestinian territory.)  
Additionally, the misleading labelling prevents Canadian 
consumers from making well-informed ethical consumer 
choices.  

When should the boycott of Dead Sea 

Products end?  

The boycott should end either 1) as soon as the Israeli 
companies cited in this factsheet stop extracting 
resources illegally from the West Bank, or 2) when Israel 
ends its occupation of Palestinian territory, and 
commercial activities in the West Bank can be regulated 
by Palestinian authorities.  
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