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What triggered protests in Libya in early 2011?

Protests in Libya began on January 14, in the eagi@n of al-Bayda over housing conditidriBhe
February 15 arrest of a human rights activist regméng the families of victims of the Abu Salinmgon
massacre (see below) sparked protests by 500-&depEebruary 16 in the city of Benghazi, also in
eastern Libya. On February 17, police killed 15 ¢gd®awi protesters during a large organized prolés.
army’s elite 3% Brigade, commanded by Muammar Gaddafi’s son Khasmiept into Bayda and
Benghazi February 17-18, killing dozens of peogparking outrage and even larger protests. Proséste
initial demands then morphed into calls for Gaddafuster. Benghazi remains a rebel stronghold.

What are the protesters’ larger grievances?

Regional disparities in the distribution of the bBis of oil revenuesAlthough most of Libya’s proven
oil and gas reserves lie in eastern Libya, it bag lbeen neglected in favour of the western pravinc
around Tripoli, the capital. According to a leakéfl embassy cable, Gaddafi deliberately pursued
policies to “keep the east poor.” Half of the mge@ 18 to 34 in eastern Libya are unemployed,
according to a local source quoted in the cABleriodic uprisings in eastern Libya have also been
sharply suppressed over the years, intensifyingntesent of Gaddafi therfe.

Gross human rights violationGaddafi’s Libya has a history of gross human rigid¢ations which
remain unpunished and largely unacknowledged bgdlvernment. Chief among them is the 1996 Abu
Salim prison massacre in Benghazi in which abo00J#isoners were shot to death by uniformed
personnel after rioting over prison conditions arsitation restrictions. Most prisoners were Islatgior
prisoners of conscience of other stripes, arbiyraetained and not charged with any offences. The
victims’ relatives began protests demanding thedsoand explanations in 200@nd were among the
first to protest in February 2011. Most Libyanglikdid not know about Abu Salim until recently  litu

is now a national issue. When rebel forces liberétte Benghazi prison in 2011, they found equipment
used to torture multiple victims simultaneously.

Corruption.Cambridge University researcher George Joffe sagsiption increased along with foreign
economic involvement—which rocketed after Gaddafiisprochement with the west in 2003. According
to University of Exeter Professor Tim Niblock, tadras been a gap of several billion dollars per yea
between Libya’s oil revenues and its governmenhgjpg; he asserts that the Gaddafi family has
squirreled this wealth away in foreign bank accefifih 2010, Transparency International rated Libya a
dismal 2.2 out of 10 in its “Corruption Perceptidndex.” Gaddafi's personal fortune is estimated at
US$10 billion to $83 billiorf.

Concentration of power under Gaddafi and his emaigeirShortly after the 1969 coup d’état by Gaddafi
and the other Free Unionist Officers, Gaddafi beigaaccumulate powet. Libya’s 1969 constitution
assigned all powers to Gaddafi and his fellow aaffigers™ and does not guarantee freedom of
expression, association or assembly; politicaliggere banneth. Libya expert Ronald Bruce St John
notes a recent trend in which the participatiooreé or more Gaddafi children has become increasingl
necessary for the success of any large projeaisiness dedf. Some of Gaddafi’s children also occupy
key posts in the military and security forces.

How did civil war erupt in Libya?

Due to the government’s brutal reactions to thialnprotests, by February 22, 300 protesters, inast
eastern Libya, had been killed. Some of the pretestrmed themselves, seizing weapons from Gaddafi
troops they had over-run or from defecting soldigétey then pushed west, capturing a string oftabas
cities and towns, and even centres west and sédthpwli in late February. However, in early March
Gaddafi forces launched devastating air strikestankl attacks, inflicting high civilian and rebel
casualties. In the second week of March some febmds began pleading for the international
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community to impose a “no-fly zone.” By mid-Marcta@lafi’s forces had retaken many cities with
considerable violence and were pushing east to#angjhazi. They also encircled and began
bombarding the western city of Misrata. The counixyded along pro and anti-Gaddafi lines.

Who in Libya stands with or against Gaddafi?

It is difficult to gage accurately who supportsopposes Gaddafi, given the polarization and indizis’
fears that their positioning may later be held agiaihem or their group by either Gaddafi or thzets.
However, the following appears to be reasonabliager

With Gaddafi.Gaddafi appears to have considerable supportijioli;rthe capital, where a significant
percent of the population have jobs in governmeintatnies. There have been large pro-Gaddafi
demonstrations there. Gaddafi’'s own tribe, the @dtifa, seems to be solidly behind him.

Sitting the conflict outAt least one Warfalla tribe leader criticized Gafildand the Al-Zawiya tribe
threatened to halt the flow of oil if Qaddafi didtrstop killing protesters. Former interior miniséddul
Fattah Younis claimed that by Feb. 23 most tribesawunited in their opposition:* However, recent
reports about tribal stances are contradictory.dRbBruce St. John believes that many of the tribes
including most of the Warfalla members, are unwglio attack either Gaddafi or the rebels, and are
instead waiting to see who prevails; he considéraltaffiliations still crucial, especially givehe
destruction of civil society® another commentator says tribal loyalties playaie in current protests.

Against GaddafiBenghazi residents’ support for the rebels isdsatiough that alternative governing
structures have been set up there. The city ofdéisia rebel stronghold in western Libya, has leeler
bombardment by Gaddafi loyalist troops for two nfehiow, yet continues to resist. Libya’s ambassador
to the UN and other diplomats resigned and soldietise east began defecting days after the ugrisin
began in Benghazi. The top defector so far is Mal&sussa, former head of intelligence and Gaddafi's
foreign affairs minister, who surfaced in Londonta30, days after both the interior and justice
ministers defected. Libya’s small-scale manufactnetailers and private farmers, who lost their
livelihoods when their activities were outlawedfie late 1970s and 80s, are also likely strongly
sympathetic to the rebels. Islamists, brutally sapped, also oppose Gaddafi.

How has NATO justified its military intervention in Libya?

On Mar. 17, Gaddafi vowed to storm Benghazi with tnercy, no pity.” Hours later, after weeks of
dithering, the UN Security Council, initially withrab League support, authorised member stateseto us
military force to establish a “no-fly zone” overllyia and “to protect civilians and civilian populte
areas,” but excluded any on-the-ground occupatidribyan territory. It also demanded an immediate
ceasefire by Gaddafi. Gaddafi announced one, Butdops continued advancing toward Benghazi and
shelling it. Mar.19, with Gaddafi forces 3 kilometrfrom Benghazi, French, British and US forcesaheg
air strikes. Rebel forces and protesters exprasdied. Within days, rebel forces regained lostugrd and
by Mar. 28 were again approaching Tripoli. Howeveaddafi's forces and mercenaries, better-armed,
fought back. As of May 5 a stalemate exists: Gatdsbns are casting about in Europe for an exit
strategy, the rebels are complaining about lacdupport from NATO, and western governments are
worrying about “mission creep” and scrambling torpote certain opposition figures over others.
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