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Apologists for Israel's occupation of Palestiniarritories and its blockade of Gaza often claint thanan
rights organizations — including Canadians foridesand Peace in the Middle East (CJPME) — unfairly
single out Israel for criticism. This is falsehéy also claim that such organizations ignore ctlya

support human rights violations by Palestiniang@nother groups or countries. This too is false.

What core principles and beliefs guide CJPME’s positions and actions?
CJPME'’s positions and day-to-day work are guidedhoge pillar beliefs: respect for internationalja
equal expectations of all parties to conflict; dmel conviction that violence is not a solution.

Does CJPME ignore human rights violations by non-Israeli actors?

No. CIJPME consistently criticizes violations conteiit by all the actors in the Middle East. The failog
are just some examples of CJPME positions on ttierecof actors other than Israel:

« CJPME criticizes rocket attacks on Israel from tailt groups in Gaza
- CJPME condemns Palestinian suicide bombings, ircase saying:

“CJPME further believes that all acts of violengmiast civilian populations, whethsuicide bombingsr
massive bombardments of civilian areas and infuasire, constitute grave violations of internatidaav.
These should all be condemned as criminal andeogfe means to achieving any political goals.
Differences in military capabilities notwithstandircivilian populations should never be turned im@ans to
a political end; the targeting of civilians by baifate and non-state actors only serves to deepamsigence
and intensify the polarization already presenhmregion.? (italics added)

« CJPME called for the investigation lodth Palestinians and Israelis following the humantsgeports
on Israel’s operation “Cast Lead” in early 2099.

« CJPME condemned Hamas'’s temporary seizure of anghipof rice and flour in February 2609
« CJPME urges Canada to press Iran and Syria topstwiding arms to Hezbolldh
« CJPME calls for an end to foreign interference @banon, including by Iran and SyYia

« CJPME consistently calls for ceasefires whenevaedrconflict between Israel and its militant
adversaries has erupfed

« CJPME criticizes human rights violations by FatahefPalestinian group that runs the Palestinian
Authority and those by Hamas, the Palestinian gtbapadministers Gaza—against each others’
respective supportérs

« CJMPE has commented on corruption by the Fatafddeistinian Authority

- CJPME comments on the extremist positions held4ya@da and some opposition parties in various
Arab-speaking countri€§.

« CJPME has provided information regarding the laclteamocracy in Egypt and its repressive
emergency law

Why does CJPME focus on Israel and the Palestinians?

There are several reasons why the situation betigeael and the Palestinians is a central focus of
CJPME’s work:

« The Israeli-Palestinian conflict greatly affecte 8tability of the entire regioihe resolution of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict is central to the desion of other tensions in the region. Lebanod an
Jordan, for example, would attain much greaterilgiabnce a resolution of the Palestinian refugee
problem is achieved.
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« Israel commits human rights violatioaegoingin its occupation of the Palestinian territorids.the
process of enforcing Israel’s occupation and cowir&alestinian territory, Israel elevates tension
the region with its ongoing human rights violatiorzalestinians in Israel are also subjected tergev
discrimination and frequent abuses by Israeli aitibs, again elevating tensions.

- Palestinian society and economy are devastatesraglls occupationThe Palestinians are currently
one of the region’s most impoverished peoples,lairzl’s control of the occupied Palestinian
territories (OPT) has created and deepens thisrpov@iven the fact that Israel continues to selyere
restrict the socio-economic activity of the Pal@satns, this again is a source of tension in thereg

Why are CJPME and other rights organizations so critical of Israel?

Although all violations of international law arelte condemned, the magnitude and gravity of Issael’
violations of Palestinian rights far exceeds thgmniaide of the violations by militant groups agaiissael
and its citizens. Therefore it is logical for CIJPMid other human rights groups to devote particular
attention to such violations. For example, theltotember of Israeli fatalities from eight yearsro€ket fire
from Gaza did not exceed 30. Yet the Israeli govemt claimed that that rocketfire compelled itriiate
a 22-day assault on Dec. 27, 2008 that left ov@0dead—most of whom were civilians, includingestdt
300 children. As well, Israel’s occupation of Pélgan territories since 1967 is one of the longest
occupations in modern history, and as such mepésial attention.

Secondly, despite its deplorable human and hunramtaghts record, Israel aspires to a placet&slf
among liberal Western democracies. It has soughpa@t and preferential status with Europe, Carsah
the US based on its claim that it is an islandladrl democracy in a sea of despotism. It is tjuite
reasonable to hold Israel to international humghts standards, in the hope that Israel can uléindie
persuaded to improve its human rights record wsdhe Palestinians.

Does CJPME question Israel’s right to exist?

No. CJPME believes that Israel is an establisliedgmce in the Middle East, and should not feait$or
survival. CJPME understands the “two-state saltitioi.e. a Palestinian state co-existing alongsiale
Israeli state in peace and security — to be the brosdly palatable solution to the current comflibimplicit
in this is the concept and ethical stance thaelsrast continue to exist, despite the fact thatdis
founding involved the dispossession of another |gedpe Palestinians. However, because CJIPME
believes that Israel’s dispossession of the Palagts — both in Israel and the OPT — is ongoing and
intensifying, CJPME believes it is increasingly onfant that Israel cease its human rights violai@uch
a position, nonetheless, could never be equatddarsuggestion to dismantle or otherwise threaerel's
existence.
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